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CHAPTER I

THE PROBLEM AND DEFINITIONS OF TERMS USED

Junior, or community, colleges are striving to be
recognized as the first rung of the higher educational .

ladder. The faculties of these institutions have accept-
ed this as their position in the broad picture of higher
education. Thus, the faculties at this time are working
to make their teaching positions tenable to the standards
of the college and the university as outlined by the Co-
ordinating Council for Higher Education, which suggests
15 teaching hours for the junior college, 12 teaching
hours for the collegeo and 9 teaching hours for the unite

ve'sity.

I. THE PROBLEM

Scope, and statement of the aotles. The problem
considered the junior cofYgge speech arts Instructor's
workload.

The purpose of this study was to determine what the
junior college in California maintains as the speech arts
instructor's workload. In order to do this, it was necess-
ary to ascertain: (1) the number of hours speech arts
instructorz teach per week; (2) the extent to which con®
tact hours affect the number of hours taughti and (3) the
maximum number or preparations .given a speech arts instr-
uctor. Thus,' from the above study questions a policy for
an agreaable assignment could be made for the speech arts
instrucor.

Importance of the study. The importance or research
in the area of junior instructional workloads is
vital in establishing the junior college Instructor as
separate from the secondary school and more closely akin
to his counterpart in the four year college and university
setting. Thus, if the instructional workload for junior
collegs'instructors is similarly structured to the other
hlgher educational institution's instructors, the junior
college instructor will have the necessary time to do the
additional research preparation, individual student. berg.
sultation, publication, and community service which is
what .he has no time to do when asked to teach 13 hours or
more in an academic subject area with four or more pre -
parations. OA this level there are organizational soona
sorships, academic committee meetings, and numerous such

a
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activities which are a drain on his preparation time which
is to be considered most important of all if lectures,
assigned class readings, preressional onferences and
meetings are to be kept abreast of in order to produce the
'best for the student in the classroom. This study will
provide a basis for establishing a functional and an equit-
able policy for the junior coileg© speech arts instructor's
workload.

There has been no research of tha speech arts instr-
ucteres Workload, as is the case with, other subject areas
of the junior college instructional program. This is an-
other important reason for this study to be conducted.

The "yes" square, indicating a desire to have the
study results sent was marked by 85 per cent of the res-
ponding colleges; seven per cent did not want the results,
and another seven per cent did not mark either "yes" or
"no." Colleges with small anrollmants or specialized
curricula, as with the trade-technical colleges, showed
no interest by marking "no" or nothing. This is yef,
another indication of the need for this survey.

How data are to be obtained. Information for this
paper was secured narqUiATTBMaires mailed to the 80
junior colleges in California, both public and private,
in order to obtain relative and comparative information
from these colleges concerninq the junior college speech
arts instructor's workload in these institutions.

Delimitations. For the purpose of this study, the
junior colleges to which questionnaires were sent were
those within the state of. Califoknia, as the policy which
would be formed from the information herewith gathered "t.

would be in line with higher education guidelines within
the state of Californian

II. DEFINITIONS OF TERMS USED

laust arts instruAor. Speech arts instructor for
the purpose Tor-This study is a contract instructor who
teaches the beginning class (oral communications Jr public
speaking), voice and diction, oral interpretation5, discus-

sion, argumentation end debate, parliamentary procedure

Student contact hours. Student contact hours for
the purposes of tha 707 are arrived at by multiplying
the number of students times the number of hours the class
meets, et h es fixe classes of M.students meeting three
times per week ermels 125 students times three hours per
week or 375 student contact %pure per weetto
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5 classes X 25 students m 125 students

125 students X 3 hours = 375 student contact hours

Preparations. Preparations are the number of differ-

ent courses which an instructor must prepare for each week.
Two preparations in speech might be one class of oral inter-
pretation and four classes of oral communications. His

teaching load of 15 hours would constitute three hours of
oral interpretation and 12 hours of oral communications.

CHAPTER II

FINDINGS FROM THE SURVEY

For collecting data the writer developed an instru-
ment with which to get information for the study ques-
tions didcuesed in Chapter I, under the scope and state-
ment of the problem. The one page questionnaire, which

had a self-contained cover letter to explain the purpose
and nature of the study, and a stamped self-addressed
envelope were sent to the 00 junior colleges in the state
of California. (A copy of, the questionnaire and a fonowim

up letter are included in Appendix A0)

In response to the 80 questionnaires, 68 were return
ec which made an 85 per cent return. The information was
gathered from the questionnaires, tabulated, and charted
to be presented in the second chapter.

The data from the questionnaire were tabulated and
presented this information about study question number
one. The first question on the survey read, °How many
hours do the speech arts instructors teach per week?"
Five categories were formed to show this data: (1) 7 or
less hours per week, three colleges; (2) 8-14 hours per
week; two colleges; (3) 15 hours per week, 52 colleges;
(4) 15-16 hours per week, six colleges, and (5) 17 or

more hours per meek, four colleges. Cogswell Polytech-
nical College gave a blanket response for the entire sur-

vk y stating that "Public speaking is a part of the course

engineering reportsi Moreover, no further attempt was
made to answer any aspect of the questionnaire. ne 52
responses from group three clearly established that 76

per Gent of the retuviis showed junior colleges in CaliNT
ornia assign 15 hours per week as the workload for their
speech arts instructors.

oloi,
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Study question number two was divided into three
parts on the questionnaire; the last two parts were to be
answered only if the answer to part one was "yes." The

first part of survey question number two was, "Does the
speech arts instructor's student contact hours affect the

number of hours he teaches?" Of the responses, 63 or 93
per cent said "no", student contact hours were not a

factor in determining the speech arts instructor's lork-
load. Of the remaining five replies, four were "yes":
those were from East Los AngelesJCollege, Modesto Junior
College, Pasadena City College, and Yuba College.

The second and third parts of study question number

two, "If yes, what is the number of student contact hours

which the speech arts instructor must maintain?" and "What

is the policy for establishing this number of student con-
tact hours fnr the speech arts instructor?" may be pre-
sented together herein. East Los Angeles College gave
375 to 450 as the number of student contact hours to be

sustained. Modesto Junior College and Yuba College report.
ed 37C student contact hours, while Pasadena City College
required 450 student contact hours. Thus, the vast major-
ity of colleges do not consider'student contact hours in
assigning speech arts instructors' workloads; moreover, of
those colleges using student contact hours the range was
between 375 to 450 student contact hours per week.

The third study question was "What is the maximum
number of preparations given a speech arts instructor?"
Eighty-one per cent of the returns, which equalled 55 of

the total 68 responses, reported that speech arts instr-
uctors had three or less preparations. There were only

'12 colleges which had speech arts instructors teaching .!

four or more preparations.

CHAPTER III

SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS

I. SUMMPAY AND CONCLUSIONS

The purpose of this study was to determine what the
other junior collages in California maintain as the speech
arts instructor's maklead, which might be established as
a functional and an equitable policy for the speech arts
instructor's workload at San Diego City College. In order

to do this, it was necessary to ascertains (1) thin number
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of hours speech arts instructors teach per week; (2) the

extent to which contact hours affect the number of hours

taught, and (3) the maximum number of preparations given

a speech arts instructor.

The survey revealed that of the 68 returned question-

naires 76 per cent of these colleges' speech arts instruom

tors teach 15 hours per week. Another 12 per cent of the

returns shouvinstructor time in class between 8 and 16

hours. Thus, the consensus appears to be 15 hours in the
classroom per week.

The survey pointed out in 93 per cent of the returns

that student contact hours had no bearing on the number of

hours which the speech arts instructor would be obliged to

teach. In the limited returns which cited the use of
student contact hours that a speech arts instructor must
maintain, the figures ranged between 375 to 450 student
contact hours per week per semester.

The survey indicated that in the 68 returns 81 per
cent of the speech arts instructors were teaching three.
or less preparations.

A denotation of the frequency with which concern was
expressed about class size must be noted. Question two's

second and third parts aroused voluntary additional comment

by.many respondees; ten questionnaires or 15 per cent of

the total returns stated that these schools sustain a
maximum on speech arts classes at 25 students. Two col-
leges use 20. as the maximum number per class, which was
the lowest number-. A group of six colleges or 8 per cent

use 30 as the closing number. In a few instances, design. i
ation was given that, for instance, a section in voice an
diction may have a maximum of 25, whereas in the same
collage oral communications' courses may have a maximum

of 300 One college also pointed out the magic number of
15 which is used to determine continuing or cancelling a
small class;-thusio. there is a need for study of class
size, both in terms of minimum and maximum numbers, and

its inherent problems, which are an integral part of work-

load, especially if workload implies or does in fact
utilize any aspect of 'student contact hours in its deter.

Wnation.

The survey instrument would have been even more pre.-

cise with the inclusion a? definitions for "student con-
tact hours," "preparations," and "class site."

This type of study with its flexible questionnaire
and form of tabulation can be most useful to other subject.

O
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areas as well as to the specific aspects of the other
speech arts oriented and related disciplines such as
drama, forensics, and radio-television instruction.

II. RECOMMENDATIONS

In view of the findings of this study, the Cow-
mittee recommends that 15 hours per week and three or
less preparations be established as the standard for the
speech arts instructor's workload at San Diego City
College. The Committee further recommends that, if
student contact hours are to be a consideration, they be
maintained between 375 and 450 student contact hours per
week per semester. However, the Committee feels that
student contact hours are not relevant to nor desirable

in the consideration of the junior college speech arts

instructor's workload. As is noted in the consensus of

the voluntary respondees, a maximum mamber of 25 is
acceptaole for providing fruitful and favorable conditions °.
in which to teach communications skills; moreover, it is
readily understandable that the smaller the class is the
more desirable and ample are the opportunities for not

only teaching theory but also providing actual experience.
in the use of the communications skills of the course.
It is the instructor's charge to Pres9nt this. speech
experience in its most productive and propitious light in
order to prepare his students academically and practically#
Theref ore, the above recommendation has been presented as
the most defensible solution to acquiring an equitab/e
and functional' speech arts instructor's workload which
will ultimately be positively reflected in the student's
communications skills.

1-*

e
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Academic Affairs Committee
Academic Senate

Nbvember 1, 1967

Chairman Speech Artso Langudge Arts, Etc°

This brief questionnaire is to be used in formulating a policy

for the junior college speech arts instructor's workload® Th

information is of the greatest importance in establishing a

professional attitude and equitableworkload for this position°

I would appreciate your immediate response to be returned it

the enclosed stamped envelops

SPEECH ARTS INSTripCTOR for the purpose of this study is a

saniract instructor dio teaches the beginning speech class

(oral communications or public speaking)s voice and diction,

oral interpretation, discussion, argumentation and debate,

parliamentary procedure°

re CD !alVW CM c'esimom cleu.wres ormwoom alwmmos, ommeumm ftemdpopa

10 How many hours do the speech arts instructors teach per

week?

A0 Does the speech arts instructor's student contact hours

affect the number of hours he teaches? ED E]
yes AO

If yes, what is the. number of student contact hours

which the Speech arts 'instructor must maintain?

CO What is the policyfor astablithing this number .0

student contact hours for the speech arts instructor?

11111.111111117411111MMIWAIIPIINI11110141118krilleflalablIMIMINISIPINIMINK--

erftvelnaefilltiltrinaMintecillawluimerlimecarm_Itvassaillm011.11mUstinaniarr---

serAmotommomet.------....eemnaleyanner

.2 ;
A .

3° What is the maximum number of preparations-given a speech

arts instructor?

Eimmoltmarbo

If you desixo the results,, please indicate° ED ED
yes no

04,00,10( ION
f6Z, dr! 41111115,

College

WOVAIniM WIWOOGIOM

option u

PLEASE RETURN COMPLETWORM WITHIN A rew

DAYS AFTER RECEIPT TO: Mr° John Bauer
Academic Affairs Committee
San mega City College
1425 Russ Blvd°
San ()ingot, California 92101
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Academic Affairs Committee
Academic Senate

December 1, 1967

Che:rman Speech Arts or Language Arts

We realize how very busy everyone is at this time

of year and how easy it is to forget to return a quest.
lonnaJre It is for this reason that we ask you to

please complete the enclosed questionnaire and send it

to:

Mr0 John Bauer
Academic Affairs Committee
Scan Diego City College
1425 Russ Blvd.
Slon Diego; California 92101

At this writing there has been a 76 return of 80

junior collet es which wore surveyed in California. We

hope to have a 100% returns which will make our study

quite a valid report an this aspect of junior college

workloads in tae state. Thank you for taking the time

to help us.

Sincerely yours,

auteAd
Mr. John. Bauer
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